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KEHORARIUM 30 June 1547

T3 : Exegutive Officer, Contaest Branch
FROM s Assistent Chief, Finance Division @QIDEM‘E"’

SUBJEOT: Taxioadb Pares

In furtherance of our recent gonversations and correspondence re-
lativs to the propristy « the use of taxioabs by oivilian smployees in a
travel status, it is desired to gquote for yeur further information, the
following excerpt from & Decision rendsred by the Comptroller Jeneral of
the United States to the Direstor, Office of Boientifio Research and De
velopment on 18 April 1947:

"#ith respect to your general question regarding the use of
taxioabs, it may be stated that in the absence of some statute or
regulation tv the sontrary, the general rule necessarily is thet
transportation must be by the most economical means usually used
by the public gensrally unless it clesrly is shown that some other
masns of transportation was used primarily in the interessts of the
Goverzmment. Paragraph 8(a) of the Standardixed Government Travel
Regulations provides: '

"(a} The ususl taxicad fares {rom station, wharf, or cther ter-
minal Ts either place of sbods or place of businesa, and from oither
place of abode or place of business to siation, wharf, or other ter-
minal will be sllowed.”

That paragraph dispenses with the neocessity of showing that the in-
terests of the Government required the use of & taxicadb rather than
s cheaper means of transportation under the canditions specified,
but neither that paragraph nor any other provision of law or regula-
tion of whish I am aware purports o authorlze %the use of taxicabs
generally, While the saving of time 18 one of the fastors whieh
may be taken intc sonsideration in determining whether %the uase of
taxionbs is in the Interests of the Government, it cannot be presumed
in every instance that the Government necessarily benefits by & asav-
ing of time or that its interests would not as well bde served by ihe
use of a siower or cheaper seans of transportation. Therefore, &
showing is required in sach instance of tho fmots which werrsrt a cone
glusion that the use of taxicabs was in the interosts of the United
States and, for similar reasons th bas been held that s broad or
gonarsl administ 5 mﬁzﬁ on that the regulsr use of taxicabs
by & yarﬁiﬁulda oyee or olass of Qﬁ}_pi& 808 18 & mgamaynsﬁ--gg;}:ﬁ
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times way not ba asceptsd as establishing that other cheaper
mesns of tranaportation such as are used by the publisc gener
ally cannat be used sdvantagsously in the Interaests of the.
Government. 23 Comp. Gen. 310,

The reasons advanced in your lstter for urging thet the
rules herstofore sstablished regarding the usse of taxiesabs
be changed or modified have heen carefully sonsidered and af-
tor due dellberation it is concluded that they do not fom
an adequats basis for any change in the rules heretofore es- CONE b ot s Aok
tablished which have evolved from a long lines of desisiong of ~ -
ths aasounting officers.

Thersfore, I have to advise that in the absence of sppro-~
priate leglslative enmctment, 1t would not be proper for this
effice to approve the use of taxioaba, without restrietion, by
a particular officer or emplayes, as it is not believed that
such use would be necessary at all times and under all sonditiend’

It will be noted that the comments of the Comptroller Gensral of
the United States as set forth above, substantially corrcborates the inforw
mation which has previcusly been furnished your office. Partiocular atien-
tion is directed toc the fact that the Gemeral Accounting 0ffics conaistently
refuses to acoept eny kind of "blanket™ statement or justification for the
use of taxioabs by a traveler, but requires a specific explanation with re-
spest to all taxi fares expended when the applicable travel ssccount is sube
mitted,

It is realized that it is mors advantegeous and esonomical to the
Goverpment, in many instances, to use taxis, psrtioularly where much con-
bact work is being performed and thut their use permits the more expeditious
porformance of the traveler's duties, however, until existing laws snd/or
regulations sre sade more lenient in this respect by appropriate provisions,
it will be necessary to continue to require apprepriate justifications in
sach 0a86.
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